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Introduction . 

Twenty years ago the Soviet Union occupied Latvia, carried out there 

;r\- 

"pipe k-el ec t i on s and then Incorporated it into the Soviet Union, These 
acts of violence perpetrated on Jvine 17* July 14 and 15th and August 
6th, 1940, created the so-called Latvian Soviet -Socialistic Republic 
whose constitution in part. 3 says as follows;" A3.1 power in Latylog 
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S.S.R. belongs t.o the urban and rural working people vested in the body 

,v.. 

of the Soviets of deputies of the working people," While reading this 
article one could come to the conclusion that the entire power in Lat- 
via belongs to the ■LatViag people themselves though Under the leader- 
ship of 'iEhe Ccateuaist party. The truth, however, is quite different: 1 

I 
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all power in the Soviet Union, i.e. also the Latvian S.S.R. belonge 
to nobody else but the Soviet Union’s Communist party, Ln other words 
- t o "tfhe ■ Kraal in dictator add the so-called Latvian Communist pa^ty is 
only executing the orders coming from Moscow in all branched of 
administration. There could be no talk about an Independent policy in 
Latvia, even this applies to the most insignificant objections againsl 
the general line set by Moscow - be -it in economic, cultural or some , 
other direction. No objections have ever been tolerated by Moscow. 

This was best demonstrated bpce more by the events that took place in . 
Latvia in 1959/60 when there were liquidated the defenders of the lo- 
cal Interests - Communist a of Latvian origin, and all power transfers 
ed again to Kremlin and Kremlin alone, -to the obedient and loyal 
servants who carry out the orders without any hesitation. Tfcte "sov- 
ereign" Latvian people / aa defined by the above-mentioned art. 3, of 
the "constitution"/ have been pressed today on their knees, Latvia 
llerself has been transformed into a Russian province and object of 
colonial exploitation, overcrowded with Russian officials. Our country. 



is being intensively rusr.ianiaed and her school system deliberately 
educates children and youths in tho spirit o' the govi .: t Union's 
Communist party - in loyalty and bro-cherhood with the great Russian 
nation -the liberator from the bourgeois nationalistic yoke”. 

This cousToe dictated by Moscow to Latvia as well as other Soviet 
republics, is Sfep£'.-by the U.8.G.R. Communist party and .local parties 
fully under th£ control, of the former, 1 oca ^governments and administra- 
tive organs, 

Latvian Communist Party. 

There had been only 230 members in the Latvian Communist party in 
1940 when the Soviet Union occupied Latvia. Today, twenty years later, 
its membership has increased and has attained 65,94-7 / Cupa Hr. 41, 
1960/. Among them there are 45,322 Russians and only 20,625 Latvians. 
Thus only 3.15>i from tho total population of Latvia / 2,095,000/ or 
1,6# from the Latvian population of the country /l, 298, 000/ belong to 
Communist p-.rty . These figures are very significant and characte- 
rize themselves what percentage of population belongs to the ruling 
and omnipotent " higher class' 1 . 

The number of the Communist party members had been increasing all 
these years and was 4500 persons in 1959, alone. But during the' same 
ye art. there were admitted to the party 8511 members and 9695 candida- 
tes. While making a comparison betoeen the numerical strength of the 
party and the increase, one must come to the conclusion that the pur- 
ges did gravely affect Latvian communists - it is^obvious that some 
3811 persons have been expelled from the party or that they have simp- 
ly " disappeared 11 1 

The report of the mandate coomissibn of the XVII Party Congress 
gives us a rather significant survey on the membership of the Latvi- 
an Communist party and its distribution.* / Clna Ho. 41 ,1960/ . The con 
gross took plade in Riga, February 16th and 17th and was attended by 



494 voting delegates. Among thorn tliero wore 243 Latvians, 200 Russi- 
ans un 46 belonging to other national it lea, Co, one half of the dele- 
gates to the Latvian Communist party convention are not Latvians at 
all. as a matter of fact these figures are somehow large.? since among 
the Latvian last names were figuring such ‘'Latvian 1 ' first names as 
Ivan, GrigoriJ, Igor, Sergei, Flodor, Vladimir, Boris, Nikita, etc. 
which makes us to believe that these de lags tec are offsprings born 
to Latvians in Russia and therefore these persons have only a Latvian 
last name, and nothing else. 

Riga alone gave 254 delegates to the Baid congress, other cities 
gave 145 only 195 delegates came from the rural districts. Among 
the delegates there were j 104 workers, 79 kolkhozntks and people work- 
ing in sovkhosss, 95 party workers, 51 Soviet workers, S3 scientific, 
cultural and art workers, 41 leading workers of industry and transport 
and loh persons belonging to army and security personnel. The said 
figures induce us to suppose that; there were but 163 cf " genuine people' i 
representatives". However, most of the deputies belong to the recently 
created Communist aristocracy, arast one fifth of them belonging to mi- 
litary or security police personnel. Are these people the ''real repre*?- 
sentativos" of the Latvian people ? Though it should be noted that ? 
one should not pay' too much attention to the composition of the cong- 
ress' delegates or to the decisions adopted there or to the speeches 
delivered on this occasion because the delegates convene only once a 
year and therefore such variegated composition of membership could 
hardly be able to do a practical work. The majority of the delegatee 
«are simple ' work heroes" / there were among the delegates ?8 women, 
or 15«7?i from the total / who did not have much experience in the part 

u { . 

ty's work. Thus those present have to listen to the speeches deliv- 

u 

ered by the real party bosses, they have^applaude and to give thtir 



unanimous vote in favour of the candidates proposed by the party's 
central committee. The only interesting thing is to watch the composi- 
tion so characteristic with regard to the distribution of the delega- 
tes' nationality. 

The said congress elected the Latvian Communist party's central co- 
mmittee for the i I960* It is composed of 95 persons, among them 
31 Russians. Also there ware elected the candidate -members, altogether 
40 per sons / among them only 13 Russians / and the Latvian Communist 
party's revisory board consisting of 21 persons / among them 6 Russians/ 
Ons should note the characteristic " tradition" strictly observed by 
Moscow when electing, ths central committees of the national republics'. 
Communist parties which always results in the election of majo- 
rity consisting of " aborigenes" in order to demonstrate that those 
deciding in ths respective republics are people belonging to these 
republics. Also the executive organs of the Latvian Communist party 
have now great numbers of people having Russian first names thus quite 
throughly eliminating the "aborigenes". 

The activities of the Latvian Communist party are being managed 
by its secretaries and members of the central committee. A.PelSe was 
elected First Secretary but K. Gribkov was elected Second. Secretary. 

A. Voss, A.iitigliniks and P.Straut mania were elected secretaries. The 
following are members of the central committee of the Latvian Commu- 
nist party for the year I960: V.Aaans* A. Voss, G. Gail©, M. Gribkov, I. 
Gusakowski, A.Migliniks, J.Peive, A.Pelse, M.f’lQdoais and P.Strautma- 
nis. In addition to five secretaries the bureau of the Latvian Commu- 
nist party has been "strengthened" by V.Aaans, First Secretary of the 
Riga City communist party's central committee* G.Gaile, Chairman of 
the Latvian G.3.R. National Economy Administration! I.Gusakoweki, Co- 
mmander in Chief of the Baltic Military Pistrict* J.Kalberzi^o, Chair* 
man of the Latvian 8.3.R. Supreme Soviet* J.Peive, Chairman of the 



Latvian S.S.R. Council of Ministers and M.Pltldonis, Deputy Chairman of 
the Latvian S.S.R. Council of fcfinistere. Thus, from the formal point of 
view, all factors decisive for forcing of life in the Latvian S«£>»R» 
are in the hands of the central committee of the Latvian Communist party 
But practically the entire central coc^oittee of the Latvian Communist 
party is dependent from Moscow. 

Supreme Soviet of Latvian S.S.R . 

. This', body was elected in March 1959* and its term is four years, acc- 
ording to the constitution. The number of deputies is 200. This is one 
of the most "Latvian” soviets since Latvia’s occupation in 1940, because 
only 35 Russians are among these 200 deputies. The previous soviets had . 
even up to 50 Russians among their members., ■ V-S* 

The Supreme Soviet i6 being elected by voting by election districts 
the number of which is 200. Each district has -'only one candidate and 
thus only one election list. It is of little importance to analyze fur- 
ther the composition of the Suprene Soviet because it has no practical 
significance though It is regarded &w a ” people's elected parliament "y V 
The soviet has its sessions only ‘once each year - to listen to the rep£ ' 
orts delivered by the leadership of the Communist party, and to adopt 
the budget and to appo int, Jjove rnmentHb Ire ady prepared r,resp«„iselec ted by 
Moscow. Quite naturally all decisions and votes are made 1 *e. cast una- 
nimously as it is the case in countries ruled according to communist? or- 
der. People sitting in the soviets do not possess the necessary quali- 
fications to speak on beh&af of those who elected them, or to decide 
a certain question because of lack of any experience necessary to under- 
stand political, social or economic problems. Therefore they are not 
the true representatives of their countrymen^ they sure selected by the ; 
Communist party and they must be "elected". They are nothing else buMW'’ 
puppets displayed in the party's show case. 



6 



Prac.tica3.lv all decrees that according to the consti.tutiop...,have to be 
passed b:- the Supreme soviet, are prepared and promulgated V- this 
soviet’s presidium. All decrees, various amendments to laws and regu- 
lations promulgated by the soviet's presidium are sunctionned by the 
Supreme soviet once a year during its sessions, and -quite understan- 
dably- this is being done unanimously* At the present time the follow- 
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ing. .are members of the presidium of the Latvian; Supreme Soviet t 

Chairman J.KnlnbSrzi^si 1st Deputy is K .’Os 0 II 9 S but' 15 .A me riles and. X , 
Gailis are deputy and secre tary, respectively ’^Sebidea,^. ' td»p.re are nine;: 
more members in the presidium. It goes without saying Shat ull of them 
are members of the Communist party, and six of them %i»d even aeabere 
of the abatvittn Coamunist party ' e*d«atral committee, ;.v 

Government, "%/*?„ ' 

The government as well as the "parliament" of a Communist -dominated 
country has no practical signifiance. Members of such a cabinet are 
nothing else but the party's employees and are doing everything orde- 

redf^'hy the^craununist party, in this case the central committee or *te 
i t e ; %pe sidiuin / of the ; Latvian S,S#K, Communist ffer&y/, Special seoti- 
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•bns of the central committee of the Latvian Como uni st party deal with 
matters pertaining to induct ryrand trai^portation, agriculture, admi- 



nistration* finances, commerce, sciences, schools, culture, etc. These 

sections prepare the plahs an d regulations prescribing the govern- 
’£ .J ' 

ment activities and the latter has to foll|pa^ ; these plans without 

any discussion or thlnhking or i t s o wn ac t i vi;t ie e plan, 
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The composition of the government * the number of ministries 

is rather high as this is the case with all institutions established 

by the Communist bureaucracy. J. reive. Chairman of the Council of Mi- 
* A 

nisters has under him- three deputies, 1 J. /minis tries and 8 governmen- 



tal committee©! amdfenus there a&persons r lig:SovIet Latvia h&viag * *, 



rank of a mlaieter^‘' ill members of the cabinet are members of 
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Latvian Communist party, and among them, 21, or 3/4 »nre also members .. . 
of the Latvian 'Communist party's central committee. ^b.e aost important, 
mice? tries are undo? Russian officials : Ministry of Finances is/und6i? 
F.ilanoilop yih£:at;ray of' -/^ricultnrer under A.Pfikonovj Ministry Of Co- 
mmunications is under A. Alexandrov, f. the Ministry of Interior is headed 
/by I.dujan. and Ministry of Construction is under B,£sesel3. In th© 
strie.s having a Latvian cabinet "member as chiefvthera are Russian VtOe- 
v miniate r^/yiher, e is no end to Russians J v // 

Theoretically this so-called cabinet of minis tera ii; Supposed to// 
be selected and appointed by the Supreme' Soviet but as. a matter of 

j. f act it is selected by the Latvian C omouhi s t party and confJ.rmed in 
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‘ Mo oWpyr prior -to the '?«l 9 <rfci.on"by,. the "ftupre oe/.Sovie t . IF ibpebo^yf&f the 

-^ministers' jg&uld not think the • .wey.-.thb Latvian 0oiT r :unist%/®3^y ; “fresp, 
Khrushchev does, or if he makes something contrary to the prescrip- 
tions of the Cornual st party, he has to go, as it was the case with 
E.Berklovs, Deputy,- Chairman of the Latvian Council of Ministers, and 
some others, too, 

Conclusion, . ^ «<&/V &£?•** 

” Independence /' ; ani ;" sovereign rights' 1 of Latvian people mention- 
ed in ARt.13 of the iSesdLet Latvian constitution could be illustrated 
best by the analysis made in this feature with regard to the Latvian 

membership of the Latvian Communist party, i.e. thiir numbers in c ompa- 
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rison with thj/ number of Russian communists in hx sake party , as well 
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as their ,! c'aprbllity'' to decide matters in the parliament or in the 
Cabinet of ministers. How powerful in their independence were the 
central ..committee of the Latvian Communist party the composition of 
which has artificially created by the majority of its Latvian axem- 
bers, has been amply demonstrated by,,, the events that took place more 
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than . one year, ago when some of^ihe Latvian communists did imagine / 
though after Stalin * s death;!* of course/ to give preference to/the 



lccol interests. and to satisfy the needs cf Latvian population. &.1.V 
of .them werS: affected by the large j^irges and were forced to ab^doxa 
their posts and even leave Latvia. The Kremlin'*# strong can Khrushchov 
wa«£ '^juiek-- • and Snerg^iic in his actions: many of the let, ding .Latvian 
. Communist®. even such henchmen us ,,Kalnb3r2iJjiJ and l&cis ard almost 
fr 4000 party members wers Jousted. frop their posts. The not? Central comml 
r.ttee of the Latvian Coet unlst 'party was f&eaed entirely according to 
tho pattern pleasing Moscow, the most important posts now being occupi- 
ed by Russian Latvians or partly by the ^representatives of the young- ;j 
er Communist generation who have never eekh. the independent LatviS- f- : •' 
and the blessings of the people's self-determination, as well. Thus 
Ko «cpw;«t^ough . its henohman^A * ^ISe , First Secretary, of tiu' central co- 
mmittee o# thog Latvian Coasunistyparty, is able to nrcrcie© its cont- 
rol in Latvia on the entire' front : the suspicious elements are still 
being purged* the Celebration of the thousand-years old national holi- 
day of St.John / Llgo Svetki/ wes not permitted this year. Also Other 
methods like renaming of streets at Jelgava* yazealaca, and other^'ppfc* 
ces, too* Russian program of the song festival* ^r^islihg of Russian 
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language and Russian nation in press and speechf^ jjg extensive import of 
Russian officials to Latvia during this year andjalmilar events make 
us suppose that the leadership of the Latvian Coaihunist party’s 5 cent- 
ral committee / while carrying out Moscow’s drd|j t o'/ has decided to 
continue this russification road driving as fast- cs possible, le know 
too well that Latvian people cannot endure this pace. We also know 
that therW are many deficiencies what regards the economic life of 
the country. On June 23rd Riga Radio reported about the shortage of 
milk and dairyiyprbducts in rRiga L despite the fact that the product! 



vity of the dairy-branch did' increase this year and aVplte the fact 
that tha 



milk yield. 
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from the industry are not carried out, production of spoilage is still 
continuing and the. "other brotherly republics'’ are not supplied with 
the necessary products, inhere is no doubt that the new Puseian offici- 
als now occupying important posts in Latvia are totally ind ape tent 
and the poor Soviet Latvia is like the proverbial sheep in care of the 
wolf* '.Though the occupied country's press is geared up and practi- 
cally occupies itaeli with.* propaganda and nothing else Jrat propaganda 
stimulating the people to raise the productivity and fulfil the Sevan 
Tear Plan, - the things do not;' move.. Also attacks directed against 

the " representatives of the national bourgeoisie abroad" do ho help 

for the fac t 

because they indeed could not be blaned /that the Russian overlordship 
is not being obeyed. The blame is to looked for in Soviet Latvia proper 



Also calling of the Latvians living abroad spies or ” Postern imperia- 
lists'' l.e. their agents is a cheap trick. The unmasking of our natio^ 
n* s oppressors and exploiters will be continued. ?/e know that twenty; 
years of Soviet occupation have not been able to break the will of c 
Latvian people to live as free human beings. Latvian people have 



known periods of foreign domination and they will survive also this 
period of Communist occupation. Today Latvia is nothing else but a 
district lulled by the> Soviet Union's occupation forces and exploited 7 
mercilessly for the benefit of the obCjupantfe economy, and subordinate 
to Modem's will and orders. This is ;uit8??evident from the Art. 11 oiftr 
the said constitution which says that ” -The economic life of Latviaa|: 



*.*>■ 



•h: 



S.S.R. is determined and developed by the national economic plan effe 
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the State ,V^thb prupose of which is to..... ,.enhs®e the Independence p 
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of the .IThion of Soviet Socialist Republics / U. S.S.R*/, .and to in- - Si' 
cr&ase its defehsiH^/capacities 1 ’. 

Thus, it seems that Latvia's colonial status has been determined by 
her constitution, ' tool 



